
Lowe’s Open House
Developing the next generation of 
conservation leaders
Fazena Bacchus goes from intern at The Nature Conservancy to environmental engineer, 
launching her career with help of LEAF program

Fazena Bacchus was among 
hundreds of volunteers who 
joined Lowe’s and The Nature 
Conservancy last fall to trans-
form and restore habitat dam-
aged by Hurricane Sandy. A total 
of 10,000 trees were planted in 
the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
in New York City to help build up 
the coastal parklands and nat-
ural area’s resilience to climate 
change.

What may not be as obvious as 
10,000 trees, however, is how 
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program and participated her ju-
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“I really credit my experience 
with LEAF in helping me dis-
cover a deeper connection to 
nature and people. I realized 
environmental engineering 
was my calling.”
                -FAZENA BACCHUS,
           FORMER LEAF INTERN

Lowe’s and Hornets create buzz at 
Charlotte school
Volunteers transform teachers’ lounge in first Mission Critical project
By Sarah Lively
Wide-eyed, surprised and 
thankful. Principal Merita Little 
walked into the teachers’ lounge 
at Steele Creek Elementary 
with a big smile, then ran to hug 
Charlotte Hornets center Frank 
Kaminsky.

In the week prior, Lowe’s He-
roes worked alongside Hornets 
volunteers to update the lounge. 
They replaced carpeted flooring 
with tile, and added new cab-
inets and a fresh coat of paint 
to brighten the space. Two new 
refrigerators and additional 

Lowe’s employee and Hugo the Hor-
net high-five.

seating space gave the school’s 
75 teachers not only a place to 
store their lunches, but also a 
community space to eat them.

Built in 1968, Steele Creek El-
ementary School serves 800 
students from 25 different coun-
tries. Little proudly shared how 
the school celebrates its diversi-
ty. On one hallway, a globe pin-
points each country the school 
has a student from. In another 
area, there are pictures of stu-
dents from different countries 
and sayings in their native lan-
guages.

This project kicked off Lowe’s and 
the Hornets new community pro-
gram, Mission Critical. Over the 
next four months, Mission Critical 
will address critical repairs at four 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools.

By Jenny Popis

Read after the jump

The Nature Conservancy is also 
transforming people. Bacchus is 
one of them.

Bacchus grew up in Queens, 
New York, and showed a love 
for math and science at an ear-
ly age. She learned about  the 



Lowe’s Open House
Heroes give historic neighborhood a 
major makeover
Volunteers team up with Rebuilding Together in Houston to make repairs and transform 
1935 home into community welcome center

By Natia Walker

Over the past seven years, 
Lowe’s has partnered with Re-
building Together to host Kickoff 
to Rebuild and provide critical 
repairs for homeowners in need 
and their communities. Lowe’s 
Heroes were among hundreds 
of volunteers who met up re-
cently in Independence Heights 
to help restore and revitalize this 
historic neighborhood in north 
Houston.

Independence Heights is known 
as the first self-governing Afri-
can-American city incorporated 
in the state of Texas, and resi-
dents are passionate about pre-
serving its culture and history. 
In 1915, Independence Heights 
had more than 600 residents 
and its first mayor, G.O. Bur-
gess, helped establish several 
churches, city hall and a school. 
With dozens of new black-
owned businesses and homes, 
Independence Heights was a 
vibrant, welcoming community 
during this era. However, over 
the course of many decades, 
the neighborhood experienced a 
significant decline.

“Independence Heights is among 
1,200 historic black towns and 
settlements,” explained Tanya 
Debose, executive director of 
Independence Heights Rede-
velopment Council. “This was a 
place for survival during the af-
termath of the Civil War, where 
African-Americans were pro-
tected from Jim Crow laws and 
Black Codes. Here, they could 
own land and hold political office. 
We are now working to ensure 
preservation by stabilizing the 
existing environment of current 
homes. With the help of Lowe’s 
and Rebuilding Together, we’re 

Smiling painters at the kickoff to rebuild.

making sure this neighborhood 
and these homes are close to 
their original state, which helps 
build community pride.”

During Kickoff to Rebuild, Lowe’s 
Heroes repaired several homes 
and helped transform what was 
once a single-family residential 
home, built in 1935, into a com-
munity welcome center. Visitors 
will now have the opportunity to 
learn about the neighborhood’s 
African-American heritage and 
all that makes it remarkable to-
day.



Lowe’s Open House

Recycle bins at a local store.

3 easy ways to help recycle 
rechargeable batteries
Together with customers, Lowe’s has recycled more than 5 
million pounds of rechargeable batteries with the help of in-store 
recycling centers
By Steve Salazar
Each year, more and more peo-
ple enjoy the convenience of re-
chargeable batteries. Just count 
the number of everyday devices 
you use that are powered by re-
chargeable batteries, from cell 
phones and tablets to cordless 
tools, cameras and toys.

The responsible recycling of 
the batteries that power these 
products and others can divert 
millions of pounds of potentially 
harmful metals from landfills and 
help preserve valuable natural 
resources.

Feb. 18 is National Battery Day, 
and a great time to raise aware-
ness around just how easy it is 
to recycle batteries at the end of 
their useful life.

Lowe’s began working with Call-
2Recycle in 2004 to collect re-
chargeable batteries, and offers 
a recycling center near store 
entrances to increase the col-
lection of rechargeable batteries 
and also offer customers a free 
and easy way to properly dis-
pose of cell phones, CFLs and 
plastic shopping bags.

Each year, Lowe’s has increased 
the volume of rechargeable bat-

teries it collects with the help of 
customers at more than 1,800 
stores. And just this month, 
Lowe’s reached a new mile-
stone, surpassing more than 5 
million pounds of rechargeable 
batteries collected and recycled 
since 2004.

Lowes Drop Off
You can help celebrate National 
Battery Day, and responsibly re-
cycle your rechargeable batter-
ies any time, by dropping them 
off at a Lowe’s recycling center 
at any store in the continental 
U.S. To find the nearest store, 
visit www.lowes.com/store.

Other Sites Drop Off 
You can also recycle used re-
chargeable batteries at any 
one of Call2Recycle’s 30,000 
drop-off sites in North America. 
Call2Recycle estimates that 88 
percent of North Americans live 
within 10 miles of a drop-off lo-
cation. To find a battery collec-
tion site near you, visit www.call-
2recycle.org/locator.

Continued from page 1.
more internships at The Nature 
Conservancy, she completed 
her final semester at Columbia 
University last spring, majoring 
in earth and environmental engi-
neering. Her early professional 
development opportunities with 
the Conservancy, along with her 
academic success, positioned 
her for a job offer before she even 
graduated from college. She 
now works as a water resources 
engineer at a design consulting 
firm in New York City, where she 
helps plan for and design flood 
protection, interior drainage and 
storm water management sys-
tems that strengthen buildings 
and ultimately communities.

Bacchus has advice for other 
young people who are consid-
ering a career in conservation.

“I would encourage students 
to take advantage of youth 
internships like LEAF,” she 
said. “It can be an experience 
that shapes your life and in-
spires you to help create a 
positive change in society.”

Lowe’s has supported The Na-
ture Conservancy’s LEAF pro-
gram since 2015 to help de-
velop the next generation of 
conservation leaders by giving 
students the knowledge, skills 
and resources to pursue envi-
ronmental careers through paid 
internships in the conservation 
field. More than 1,200 total stu-
dents have benefited from the 
program since its start in 1995.


